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RISE and PROGRESS 
OF THE 


Incoxrorated SOCIRTY, 
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04 2 Religion, and a Spirit ot wy 


— — Perſons of this 1 th they forms 

ed themſelves into a voluntary Society for ſetting 
up Parochial Schools, as the beſt 1 9 
| Teuld gy in that Cafe. 
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Hereupon many ſuch Schools were ſet up in 
Dublin and ſome other Chief Cities and Towns, 
under the Encouragement and Direction of ſeve- 
ral of the Biſhops, Nobility, Gentry and Clergy 
as a Means to forward the good Work, bur after 
the Experience of many Years, they perceived that 
the Succeſs did not anſwer their Expectation for 
the Children being taught as Day-Scholars only, 
and afterwards put out Apprentices and Servants, 
not far enough from their own homes, their Po- 
iſh Parents and their Prieſts, had too frequent 
Accels to them, and often found Means to draw 
them back ro Popery juſt at that Point of Life, 
when Children begin to be ſuſceptible of Reli- 
gious Impreſſions. | 


But this Scheme; even tho? it had not failed in 
any Part, was very inſufficient to anſwer the End 
of a general Reformation; for as the major Part of 
thoſe Scholars were the Children of Prozeflants, the 
Number of young Converts made in thoſe Schools 
were very ſmall, and could not have turned the 
Balance againſt Popery in the Space of ſome Cen- 
5 turies. 


It was therefore judged * to find out ſome 
other Expedient, that might operate more exten- 
ſively and effectually, to the general Converſion 
and Reformation of the poor Natives, And the 
Expedient at laſt happily choſen, was to apply to 
His Majeſty by Petition, that He would by His 
| r nn a ey with Powers for 
. 4 12A Erecting 
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Erecting Schools in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom 
wherein the Children of poor Papiſts, and other 
poor Natives, ſhould be inſtructed in the Enghfs 
Tongue (which many of them cannot ſpeak) aud 
in the Principles of true Religion and Loyalty. 


An humble Petition was accordingly preſented 
to His Majeſty, dated the 17th. Day of April, 1730. 
being ſigned by their Excellencies the then Lords 
Juſtices, and a great Number of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, of the Commons, the Clergy, 
and other principal Gentlemen of the Kingdom; 
whereupon his Majeſty, through the favourable 
Interpoſition of his Grace the Duke of Dor/et then 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, was graciouſly pleaſed 
to Grant his Royal Charter for the Purpoſes be- 
fore mentioned, bearing Date the 24th, Day of 
| e., 1733. | 


On the 6th. Day of February following, the ſaid 
Charter was ſolemnly opened and read in the Coun- 
eil Chamber in Dublin, in Preſence of his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, and many of the Nobility - 
and Gentry, The Officers directed by the Char- 
ter were immediately choſen, and a Subſcription _ 
book opened for carrying on the good Work. 


Many Perſons of Rank and Diſtinction ſubſcri= 
bed largely, among whom the Earl of Kildare de. A 
ſerves to be mentioned with great Honour and Grati⸗ 
tude, for his Bounty of Five hundred Pounds, which 
has n followed by another Benelaction = 
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the ſame Hand, for encouraging nb Schoel at 
c !. 


But as * Effects of this Charter could not 5 | 


obtained in their full Latitude, without keeping 
the Children apart from their Parents, and main- 
taining them in Meat, Drink and Cloathing, and 
Erecting Houſes for their Accommodation, and 
furniſhing the ſame, and paying Salaries to School» 
Maſters, and providing Tools and Utenſils for 
their Country Labours, it was ſoon evident, that 


the neceſſary Expence of a few Schools would re- 


quire a greater Fund than this poor Country could 
ſupply. 


"The Society therefore found themſelves under 
Neceſſity of having Recourſe to the Charity 
and Piety of England (which has been ever diſtin- 
guiſhed for Acts of Munificence; ) and herein 
their Hopes have not been diſappointed, as will 
appear from the Lift of Engliſ6 Benefactors which 


has been yearly RT * will continue is 


to be. 


Ta Purſuance of this View, the Society ſent o- 


ver their Secretary, John Hanſard, Eſq; furniſhed 
with proper Credentials for ſolliciting and receiv- 
ing Benefactions, in which he proved yery fuc- 
celsful, | 


It was likewiſe thought adviſeable to ſet on 
Foot a 5 i in London, Who re- 


laing | 


Giding in that Metropolis, . be Inſtrumental 
in procuring and remitting Subſcriptions and Do- 
nations, and keeping up a regular Correſpondence 
with the Incorporated Society in Dublis, in order 
to inform them of all Occurrences, and to com- 
municate their Sentiments and Advice, as e 

ſhould require, 


This proved a very eaſy Work z for Comp) 
worthy Perſons, of which Number were. moſt of 
the Biſhops, animated with a Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and a Spirit of Charity towards the Poor 
deluded Natives of Ireland, preſently offered their 
Aſſiſtance, and having firſt contributed their own 
Benefactions, formed themſelves into a Society for 
that End, and have brought in a plentiful Har- 
veſt of Benefactions to recruit the Fund, for which 
the Society do hereby publickly return Thanks to 
them, and to the pious and generous BenefaCtors 
| whom God hath raiſed up by their Means; ſome 
of thoſe we are bound in a ſpecial Manner to men- 
tion, and acknowledge in this Place. Theſe are 
One thouſand Pounds, being His Majeſty's Do- 
nation, beſides His Royal Grant of a thouſand 
Pounds per Annum; Mr. Whitchcot, fifteen hundred 
Pounds; Mrs. Holden, two thouſand Pounds; His 
Grace the Duke of Devonſtire, three hundred ſe- 
venty {ix Pounds and upwards; Mrs. Dieny/ia Long, 
fifty Pounds a Year for eight Years paſt z and we 
mult not omit to mention with Thanks, the Ge» 
neroſity of the three Cities of Dublin, Waterford 
and Kilkenny, for encouraging three Schools in or 
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near” them, which will be more particularly ſet 


er the vext yearly Abfirud. 


By theſe ſeaſonable Aids, the Society have been 
enabled to extend their Schools into ſeveral Parts 


of the Kingdom, through the Encouragement of 


divers Gentlemen, who have given in Perpetuity 
one Acre of Land, and ſome of them a greater 
Quantity, for the Site of a School on their Eſtates, 


beſides Beneficial Leaſes of ſmall Farms contiguous 


to eyery School, to be cultivated and improved by 
the Labour of the Boys; ſo that the Society have 


at preſent under their Care and Direction, Nine- 


tern Schools, all built and ſupported out ot their 
lender Fund. The Society call it ſlender, becauſe 
it is comparatively ſo, regard being had to the in- 
numerable Multitude of poor Popiſb Children who 


would fill ten times that Number of Schools, for 


a Succeſſion of many Years, if Means could be 
found to maintain them, 


But as the Divine Providence hath raiſed up ma- 
ny Benefactors for carrying on this good Work 
thus far, the Socicty would hope that it will not 


relt here, but that God will put it into the 


Ficarts of many other Charitable Perſons, to En- 
courage theſe Schools, fince they can no where 
fi id fitter Objects. For Charity can never be 
cirryed higher than to reſcue the Souls of thou- 
ſa ds ot poor Children from the Dangers of Popiſb 
E perſtition and Idolatry, and their Bodies from 


de Miſeries of Idleneſs and Beggary. This is not 


9) 


retailing Charity to Particulars, but diffuſing it” 


over a whole Nation; it is a Charity that will 
make thoſe who are at preſent a Nuſance and a 
Burthen ro their Country, to become a Treaſure 
and a Bleſſing to it; that will make honeſt and 
induſtrious Men of thoſe who would have been 
bred up in Thievery and Rags ; it is a Charity 
that will multiply obedient and peaceable Subjects 
to the King, aud render the Proteſtants of Ireland 
ſafe in their Lives and Poſſeſſions. And it will 


for ever take away the chief Cauſe of thoſe Diſ- 


quietudes and Apprehenfions, which, upon ſeve- 
ral Co njunctures, have alarmed the Government and 
People of England, by reaſon of the near Neigh- 
bourhood of aformidable Body of Papiſts, devoted 
to the See of Rome, and ready to rebel at the In- 


ſtigation either of their Prieſts, or of a rere 
e K. 


Theſe will be ſome of the happy Effects of the 
Charter- Schools, if they can be ſufficiently multi- 
plied and extended. And yet they will be pro- 
duced by Means that cannot be objected to; not 
by Force or Terror, not by Penal Laws and Pro- 
ſecutions, which can only make Hypocritesz but 
by the innocent and gentle Means of enlightning 
and inſtrufting the ignorant Minds of Children in 
the pure Truths of the Goſpel, and leading them 
early to that Fountain-head, which the Church of 
Roms has eruelly ſealed up. Theſe are the only 
Methods practiſed by the Society, as being agree- 
| able to the Nature of Man, and to the Genius of 


the Chriſlian Religion. And 


| 
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And for obvisting the great Danger of the Chil- 
_ relapſing, the Society are very careful to 
tranſplant them to Schools remote from their Popiſh 
Parents and Relations, who would be apt to pervert 
them. This Expedient, ſo eſſential to the obtain» 
ing the Ends of the Charter, tho' it may have 
eſcaped Publick Cognizance, has proved an Arti- 
cle of no ſmall Expence to the Society, and will 
continue ſo to be. 0 | 


II after all, any man ſhould. really doubt whe- 


may be cafily ſatisfied from the Alarm it has given 


who have ſuffered their Children to be received into 
the Charter-Schools, tho? it be to fave them from 
- periſhing with Hunger and Nakedneſs. This is 
a plain Confeſſion of their inward Fears and Ap- 
prebenſions, that the Charter is laying the Ax 
ro the Root of Popery, and will in its Progreſs 
accompliſh that Work by ſweet and inſenſible 
Means, which has been too hard tor Coercive and 
Fenal Laws, in a Courſe of fifty Years. 


_ 


The Society cannot part with this Subject with- 
out offering one Hint to the Gentlemen of this 
Kingdom, which they do with the n De- 
ference and Tenderneſs, 


K — aye. —— . - - 
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ther this Scheme for converting the poor Natives 
of Ireland, be well calculated for that Purpoſe, he 


© + 
| to the Popiſo Prieſts, who have lately denyed the 
| Communion, and refuſed Abſolution to thoſe Parents 
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It is evident, that the greateſt Part of the Con- 
tributions to this good Work, come from Eng, 


tand, and are given by Perſons, many'of whom 
have no Intereſts in Ireland, nor Relation to it, 
but ſend over their Bounty upon the pure Prin- 
ciple of Charity, for which they can hope for no 


Reward but in the World to come; but the Caſe 
is very different with regard to the Gentlemen of 


Ireland; for as their Benefactions will be laid out 
in their own Country, and frequently upon their 
own Eſtates z the Money will circulate among 
their own Tenants ; Every Popiſþ Child turned out 


ceſſion of Strength to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and 
of Wealth to the Kingdom, by the Labour of 
his Hands. So that if the Charter- Schools could 
be ſufficiently extended and diffuſed, they would 


be the Means of increaſing Induſtry and Trade, 


and uſcful Manufactures, which muſt of courſe 
improve cvery Geatieman' $ Eſtate. 


- 


The Society will conclude with this one Ob- 
ſervation which they apprehend to be of conſi- 
derable Importance, tho' little attended to, name- 
ly, that the Progreſs of theſe Schools, mult in its 
natural Courſe, gradually aboliſh the great Num- 
ber of Popiſh Holidays, by Means of which, ſome 
hundred thouſands ot working Hands are kept 
idle, and the Labour and Profit of them loſt to 
the Publick-Stock for a conſiderable Part of the 
Year, the very Harveſt not excepted. 

This 


a Proteſiant from theſe Schools, will bring an Ae 


"oy 


(nn) 


This Damage, as little as it is obſerved, yet 


upon a fair Calculation, will appear to be an aſto- 
niſhing Draw - back from the Wealth and Strength 
of the nation; but it ears like a Worm unſeen 
at the Root of our Proſperity, which grows chief- 
ly from Labour, and muſt _— with the De- 
_ creaſe 41 Ke .; 240! | 


The Increaſe therefore of Proteflant Hands, i in 
Conſequence of theſe Schools, will remove this 
great Evil, which, humanly ſpeaking, can be done 
by no other Means ; and the Society look * 
this Poſition as 3 
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| 4 3k * amb. 
laces Names. Counties. 1 
ng. £ 
1734Caftledermot Kildare 20 
1735[Ballynahinchb 20 
* inala 24 
| bannon Grove 42 
1736|Caftle Caulfield 20 
1737|Cregane 20 
| [Ballycaftle 27 
14 Templeſtoum | 20 
1733|Killogb 20 
ilmallock 20 
a Girls, broug 
173 Dundal | 122 — 
ture. 
tradbally Weens 40 
Kilfinane 20 
Ballinrobe 20 
ewtown Eyre 20 
ONewtown 
ee Donegal | 24 
1741 New Roſs Wexford 30 
174 3 Ballykett Clare 20 | 
| Toral 443 


Appren- 


* 
* 


1 1 
Apprenticed out of the above Schools, 210, 
of Which Number, many to the Linen Manufac- 


ture, Husbandry, Gardening and to be Servants 
in reputable F amilies. | 


The Society have aQtually ordered two more 


Schools to be EreRed, one at Waterford, and the 


other at Kilkenny, which will; be fit for opening 
ſome time in the next Summer. And as they have 
accepted af the generous Propoſals of the Fiſh- 
mongers Company in London, for Erecting a third 
School at Colerain, upon Ground given by William 
Richardſon, Eſa; they hope to lay the Founda- 
tion next Summer. 


Several other. advantageous Propolals for new | 


_ 
7 


cularly, by the Right Honourable the Earls of Or- 
rery and Clanrickard, the Honourable Hays St. Le- 
ger, Eſq; and James Daly, Eſq; which the Society 
have under their Deliberation, and are zealous to 
carry into Execution, as ſoon as their Fund ſhall 
enable them, which they hope will be very ſoon 


Rom of Charitable Pcrſons, 


through the Favour of Divine Providence and the J 
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The Form of a Braursr or Lear. 


and Bequeath, the Sum of 

- » tothe 
Incorporated Society in Dublin, for Promoting 
Engliſh Proteſtant Schools in Ireland, purſuant is 
His Majeſty's Royal Charter. 


1 1 Give, Deviſe 


a KC. „ 


NAMEs of Perſons to receive Be- 
" NEFACTIONS in IX ELAN. 


Dublin, Hs Grace the Lord Primate, His 

Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, Treaſurer to the Society, Jobs 
Hanſard, Eſq; Setretary, in Grafton-Sireet, 
Meſſrs. Swift and Company, Meſſrs. La- 


Cork, Meſlrs. Harper and Company. | 

Wajerford, William Gore, Eſq, Mr. John Hutchinſon, 
and Alderman Samuel Barker. N 

Clonmel, Mr. John Bagwell. 

Limerick, Richard Manſell, Eſq; and Mr. Arthur 
Vincent. 

Kilkenny, Revd. Dean Mom. 

Galway, Jobn Diſney, Eſq; 

Sligo, Michelboume Knox, Eſqz 

Derry, Mr. Alderman Stanley. 
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46 1 
Ceoree Me. Cariney, q:. and Mr. 
den. a wy, To» Ar 
Revd, Mr. William "read. | FIN 
Revd. Henry Jenny, D. Dc; 4 
4.400 Mr. Collis. —— 


1 i LONDON, 

_ — Eſq; Charing-Croſt, © ©, 
* + Albert Nesbit, Eſq; Coleman- Street. 
mess. Hor and Company, Bread. Street. F 
# : +: Mr. William Wogan, Spring-Garden, © . Ws 


e 
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=. Ar. Lawrence Cole, Secretary to the Correſpond- 
= ing Society, Rainbow Coffee-Hoaſe, Connbill. 


